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CURRICULUM LINKS – GEOGRAPHY & LITERACY
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GEOGRAPHY
The whole visit can contribute to geographical understanding, including simple map work to follow the route and identify notable features along the way. It may be combined with a visit to other sites such as Time and Tide with its displays on the earlier history and geography of the area, the fishing and shipbuilding industries, wreck and rescue, and the historic Rows of Yarmouth. Great Yarmouth Potteries museum is built within a tower of the old town wall, allowing students to see how the town expanded outside its walls in Victorian times.
Year 3, unit 6: “Investigating our local area”
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The Monument and the South Denes area which surrounds it provide an excellent example of changing land use at a critical location – the mouth of the River Yare, through which so much Norwich and Norfolk trade passed. The siting of the Monument at this place is significant. In the past, unlike today, it was a highly visible location with strong maritime and military connections. The Monument itself provided a valuable seamark for shipping.

Skills – collect and record evidence, use maps and plans, use secondary sources such as pictures
Vocabulary – descriptive vocabulary specific to a coastal area, or to industrial sites

Practical activities could include mapping the Monument and surrounding area, including the use of conventional map symbols (monument, sand dunes, sea), estimating the Monument’s height. On a broader scale, the location of the battle sites named on the Monument could be mapped along with Nelson’s birthplace and the origins of the

Recommended teaching activities for this unit include looking at changes in a locality and comparison of localities – 
· What this location was like in Roman times - under water! (see map in Time and Tide Museum);
· How this part of Great Yarmouth was formed in post-Roman times (falling sea level and deposition of a sandy spit). The form of the nearby dunes can be seen, and the rise in land level around the Monument caused by an accumulation of sand and earth since it was built (changing land levels are marked inside the east side of the perimeter wall);
· How it looked in the early 19th century, when Nelson visited & the Monument was built;

· Land use at that time – fishermen drying nets, military exercises, horse races, fashionable meeting place;
· How the site developed from the 1840s onwards, (growth of herring fishery, seaside holiday industry, railways (1844 onwards – there were eventually 3 stations in Yarmouth), and finally the small-scale industrial use still in evidence.
· The strategic importance of the site in wartime – from Medieval times there were forts here (the South Battery lay just to the North of the Monument), and in WWI an airship base was located here.

________________________________________________________________________________________
ENGLISH / LITERACY
Speaking tasks may include asking and answering questions, expressing opinions about the Monument, comparing old pictures of the Monument with each other and with the real thing , role-play about Nelson, the architect and builders, James Sharman and his exploits, events in the history of the Monument. 

Listening tasks may include listening to teachers, staff or helpers, listening to each other’s opinions and observation and listening to the recordings in the Norfolk Nelson Museum and Time and Tide.

Reading tasks may include reading instructions, activity sheets, information panels on site, the original inscriptions and descriptions of the Monument.

Writing tasks can include completing an activity sheet or note-taking at the Monument, and recording the visit later through lists, descriptions, reports for different audiences, talks, letters, diaries and opinions. 

They may also include affective or dramatic responses such as poetry, short story, drama and role-play.

Teachers will no doubt use the visit on the day to reinforce the children’s recent and current learning

as well as, perhaps, introducing new topics or skills.

