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Yarmouth Sands by JMW Turner © Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

Turner’s watercolour of the Monument aims to show it as a building that inspires reflection on the life and deeds of Lord Nelson. The sailors in the foreground are re-enacting the Battle of Trafalgar with model boats. Nearby stands a bottle and glass, perhaps signifying the Toast to the Immortal Memory, traditionally made on Trafalgar Day.  There are many inaccuracies – or uses of artistic licence - in the picture, such as the over-impressive cliffs of Gorleston in the background, the disproportionally large Britannia (who faces a different way, as if watching the sailors), the small plinth, and so on.
Turner painted the Monument no fewer than four times, and some of these images became popular in print form (see below)
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