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Globe: 

QVI . MERVIT . FERAT . PALMAM

(“He who merits it takes the palm”)

North Side of plinth: 


FRANCIS BRAIDWOOD, Contractor

ARCHIBALD WINTON, Fore-man

Hidden under opening:
ROBERT SWINTON, Mason

South Side of plinth:


THOMAS SUTTON, Superintendent

JOHN WALKER, Master Mason.













East side of plinth:
	THE  FIRST  STONE

of

THIS MONUMENT

WAS LAID ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF AUGUST

In the Mayoralty of ISAAC PRESTON, JUN, ESQ.

BY

THE HON. COL. JOHN WODEHOUSE

CHAIRMAN OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO CARRY THE WORK

INTO EXECUTION

WILLIAM WILKINS M.A. Architect

Members of the Sub-Committee

The Hon. Col. John WODEHOUSE, Chairman

THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF OXFORD

THE RIGHT HON. THE LORD SUFFIELD

SIR JACOB ASTLEY BART. M.P.

WILLIAM SMITH ESQ. M.P.

EDMUND WODEHOUSE ESQ. M.P.

HENRY FRANCIS, ESQ. SECRETARY
   


West Side of plinth:
as inscribed






translation, approximately line-by-line *
	HORAT. DOM. NELSON

Quem, acerrimum prae caeteris in militia

Navali propugnatorem,

BRITANNIA

Dum vixit, studiis et honoribus,

Amissum, Luctu prosequebatur,

Quem, triumphis in omni regione insignitum

Ob consiliorum constantiam at indomitum

Fortitudinis ardorem,

ORBIS TERRARUM

Universus reformidabat.

NELSONUM illum NORFOLCIA

Suum esse natalibus, et honesta prosapia,

Et pueritiae institutione,

Suum ingenio, moribus, animo

Gloriatur.

Tanti nominis Famam

Aere et saxo perenniorum facturam, Concives Norfolciences, sumptibus

Collatis Columna extructa commemorare voluerunt

Natus MDCCLVIII

Militiam obit MDCCLXXI

Centies fere Quinquagies pugnam cum hostibus commisit

Victor, inter multa, Aboukiriae

Aug. MDCCXCVI

Hafniae Apr. MDCCCI

Trafalgariae Oct. MDCCCV.

Quod supremum tot praeclare gestorum facinus

Patriae funesta, sibi dulci et decora

Morte consecravit.


	HORATIO LORD NELSON

Upon whom, champion boldest above the rest
In the naval force
BRITAIN 

While he lived, with favours and honours,
Dead, with mourning attended;

Whom, distinguished by triumphs in every land through the steadfastness of his counsel and the dauntless flame of his valour 

IN WHOLE WORLD

Everyone dreaded.
That NELSON, NORFOLK
As its own, by his birth and by distinction of family,
And by the education of his boyhood,

As its own by his ability, by qualities, by character,

Boasts.

The renown of so famous a name

More enduring than brass or stone, his countrymen
Of Norfolk, at their own expense
By this column have sought to commemorate.
Born in 1758,

He entered the forces 1771

Almost one hundred and fifty times with the enemy

He engaged.
He was victor of, among many, Aboukir

Aug. 1796
Copenhagen Apr. 1801

Trafalgar Oct. 1805

Which supreme act, greatest of so many achievements,
To his country grievous, to him “sweet and fitting”
He hallowed with his death.

 


* With thanks to Dr Roger Bowers of Jesus College, Cambridge, for this new translation
“sweet and fitting” – This is a near-quotation from Horace, Odes III, 2, 13 Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori (It is sweet and fitting to die for the fatherland), famously used in Wilfred Owen’s First World War poem of that name. 
