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Background Information – NELSON & YARMOUTH

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I am myself a Norfolk Man

Horatio Nelson was born at Burnham Thorpe in Norfolk in 1758 where his father was the rector. His education at the Grammar Schools in Norwich and North Walsham was quite brief, as he joined the navy aged 12. 
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· The figure of Britannia at the top of the Monument looks inland towards his birthplace at Burnham Thorpe. It is sometimes said that Thomas Sutton, the superintendent of works for the monument, expected Britannia to face out to sea and committed suicide when he saw this “mistake”. This seems unlikely, but Sutton did suffer a heart attack and died while inspecting the top of the monument as it neared completion.
The first of Nelson’s great naval victories was in 1797 off Cape St. Vincent in Portugal. During the battle, he used an enemy ship as a bridge to board the Spanish Admiral’s ship. He took the Admiral’s sword as a trophy, and later presented it to the City of Norwich as a memento “of my affection for my native county.”

· The East side of the Monument records this victory with the name St. Vincent on the base and that of Nelson’s ship Captain at the top.

In 1798, Nelson won a decisive battle against the French in the Battle of the Nile at Aboukir Bay. Nearly all the French ships were either captured or destroyed, tapping the French leader Napoleon in Egypt. This battle made Nelson an international celebrity; the British government rewarded him by making him Baron Nelson on the Nile. 
· The South side of the Monument records the Battle of Aboukir (spelled Abovkir) and the name of Nelson’s ship Vanguard.
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Nelson did not return home immediately, but instead stayed in Naples with the British Envoy Sir William Hamilton and his wife Emma. The three of them then journeyed through Europe together, finally catching a mail ship from Cruxhaven to Yarmouth. When he landed in the town (on the Gorleston side of the river) on 6 November 1800, he received a hero’s welcome. The townspeople pulled his carriage through the streets as far as the Wrestler’s Inn on Church Plain, from where he addressed the crowds out of an upstairs window saying, “I am myself a Norfolk man, and glory in being so.” Nelson was given the freedom of the borough by the mayor. It was at this ceremony that the Town Clerk asked Nelson for his right hand to take the oath, to which Nelson replied, “That is in Tenerife!” The landlady asked if she could change the pub’s name to Nelson’s Arms, and he joked, “That would be absurd, as I have but one.” Instead, they called it The Nelson Hotel, though it reverted to its original name in 1836.
Nelson always kept the strong Christian faith he had learned from his father as a boy at Burnham Thorpe, so the next day he attended a service in the parish church where the organist played “See the conquering hero comes” as he entered. Later he was entertained by the Mayor Samuel Barker, to whom he gave £50 “for the necessitous poor of the town.” Nelson subsequently wrote to Barker saying, “I shall never forget your goodness to me” and sent him a model of an admiral’s barge with Nelson seated in the stern.
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The following year, Nelson again visited Yarmouth while preparing for the campaign against Denmark. During this stay, again at The Wrestlers, his portrait was painted by local artist Matthew Keymer. This painting see left is now displayed in the Norfolk Nelson Museum. He then let Yarmouth to join the fleet, going on to defeat the Danes at the Battle of Copenhagen on 1 April 1801. It was in this battle that he famously put his telescope to his blind eye, claiming that he had not seen his commander’s signal to retreat. This incident is the origin of the saying “to turn a blind eye.”
· The North side of the Monument names the Battle of Copenhagen and Nelson’s ship Elephant.
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After his victory at the Battle of Copenhagen, he visited the town once more in July 1801. This time he landed at the Jetty. Crowds lined the streets and a civic reception was waiting for him, but Nelson insisted on going first to the Hospital at the military barracks to visit men who had been wounded in the battle. A doctor later recalled that, “He stopped at every bed and to every man had something kind to say.” Meanwhile, it is said that Nelson’s sailors came ashore from the ships anchored in Yarmouth Roads to drink at a beerhouse on the seafront then known as the Admiral Onslow. The pub still stands, opposite the Jetty, now named the Marine Tavern right. (You can just see the windows of this pub depicted in the old print of the Jetty, above.)
· Nelson visited the old naval hospital in the barracks at the North end of the town, where  Sainsbury’s supermarket now stands. In 1809, a few years before the building of the Monument, a new Royal Naval Hospital was built at the south end of the town on open land near the Monument. The splendid buildings of this hospital have recently been converted into private housing, but the chapel is open to the public.

Nelson’s final great battle was at Cape Trafalgar off the Spanish coast in October 1805. It was in this battle that Nelson was killed by a sniper’s bullet.

· The West side of the Monument bears the names Trafalgar and Victory.  

